268           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
Thus we are neither the only nor the principal
inhabitants of the astral world, as that world is largely
inhabited by beings of other lines of evolution running
parallel with our own, which, though they pass. through a
level corresponding to that of humanity, do not pass
through humanity at all.
The inhabitants of the astral world have their
senses normally capable of responding to the undulations
of their own world only. A man living in the physical
world sees, hears, feels, by vibrations connected with the
physical matter around him. He is equally surrounded
by the astral and mental and other worlds which are
interpenetrating his own denser world. But he is normally
unconscious of them because his senses cannot respond to
the oscillations of their matter, just as our physical eyes
cannot respond to the vibrations of ultra-violet light. A
being living in the astral world might be occupying the very
same space as a being living in the physical world, yet each
would be entirely unconscious of the other and would in no
way impede the free movement of the other. The same is
true of all the other worlds- We are all along surrounded
by the worlds of finer matter, as close to us as the world
we see, and their inhabitants are passing through us and
about us, but we are entirely unconscious of them.
Q. What becomes of the astral corpse after the man
passes on to Devachan ?
Ans. A mar? at death separates himself completely
from the physical body, but an ordinary man identifies
himself closely with his lower desires during life and thus
allows the lower Manas to be so entangled with Kama,
that the ego with all his indrawing force cannot separate
himself completely from it. So when the man finally
breaks away from the partially disintegrated astral body

